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Angola 


UNITA Claims Sabotage of Soviet-Made Helicopter 
LD172239 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 
2200 GMT 17 Apr 88 


[Text] UNITA [National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola] announced today that a Soviet-made 
MI-25 helicopter exploded on takeoff from Huambo 
airport killing all those on board, as a result of sabotage 
for which UNITA claims responsibility. 


26 FAPLA Troops Killed 
MB170620 (Clandestine) KUP in English to Southera 
and Central Africa 0600 GMT 17 Apr 88 


[Text] [no dateline as received] At least twenty-six 
MPLA troops FAPLA and a crew of Soviet-made MI-35 
helicopter gunship have been killed in fighting in Huila’s 
Galangue outpost and at Huambo Airport, respectively, 
on 10th and 12th April, a war communique has disclosed 
Sunday. 


The statement says that sixteen AK-47 rifles, 220 50mm 
sheils, important documents and thousands of munitions 
were seized when MPLA soldiers abandoned Galangue. 


The helicopter gunship exploded, killing all its occupants 
Tuesday when its crew tried to fly it after it had been 
booby-trapped the day before by UNITA special com- 
mandos. In these operations UNITA suffered three dead 
and seven soldiers wounded. 


RSA ‘Preparing Attack’ on Cuito Cuanavale 
LD162344 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 
2300 GMT 16 Apr 88 


[Text] South Africa is preparing a new attack on Cuito 
Cuanavale. Pretoria has 6,000 soldiers in the area, 
according to the Angolan minister for external relations. 
Afonso Van Dunem said that South Africa has more 
than 9,000 soldiers, 500 tanks, and armored cars, and 
hundreds of artillery pieces in Angola. 


He reiterated that the government in Luanda accepts a 
gradual withdrawal of Cuban troops as long as South 
African soldiers also leave Angola and foreign aid to 
UNITA also ends. 


MPLA, Frelimo Join Congo in RSA Condemnation 
MB161335 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 16 Apr 88 


[Text] In Brazzaville yesterday, the MPLA-Labor Party, 
the Congolese Labor Party, and the Frelimo Party reit- 
erated their condemnation of the apartheid system and 
its aggression against the Frontline States. In their fourth 
tripartite conference, these parties also reaffirmed their 
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support for the South African ANC’s struggle against 
Pretoria’s minority regime and SWAPO’s struggle for the 
liberation of the Namibian people. 


In a final communique issued in Brazzaville, the central 
control and revision organs of the Angolan, Mozambi- 
can, and Congolese ruling parties state that relations 
among the three countries are developing successfully 
[words indistinct] and express their will to strengthen 
their friendship and solidarity. 


The document also stresses the Congolese people’s sup- 
port for the Angolan and Mozambican people’s struggle 
against South Africa’s aggression. Meanwhile, it has been 
learned that the Workers’ Party of Ethiopia [WPE] has 
been admitted as the fourth member at the meeting of 
central control and revision organs of the Angolan, 
Congolese, and Mozambican ruling parties held in Braz- 
zaville 6-13 April. The meeting's final communique 
stressed that the WPE’s membership was accepted 
within the framework of extending membership to all 
African parties of Marxist-Leninist ideology. 


It should be recalled that the Angolan party delegation to 
the meeting was led by Comrade Antonio Jacinto, assis- 
tant coordinator of the MPLA-Labor Party’s Central 
Control and Revision Commission. 


Methodology Seminar Analyzes Development Tasks 
MB171333 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0700 GMT 17 Apr 88 


[Text] The participants in the first national seminar on 
global scientific methodology, which ended in Luanda 
yesterday, condemned the occupation of parts of Angola 
by racist South African forces and demanded their 
immediate withdrawal from that territory. The seminar 
discussed important aspects of scientific methodology, 
with special emphasis on the contribution of the JMPLA 
[Youth of the Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola], mass and social organizations, and mass media 
in the creation of positive values within the framework 
of the Angolan people's struggle for the creation of a new 
and more just society and to strengthen national unity 
for the struggle against international imperialism and its 
lackeys. 


Olimpio de Sousa e Silva, head of the (?Ideoliogy) and 
Propaganda Department, [DIP] who is also the acting 
director of the MPLA-Labor Party Central Committee's 
DIP, closed the meeting: 


[Begin Silva recording] We are aware that the task we 
have agreed to carry out is complex, but it is not 
impossible. Thus, considering that our work in this field 
is part of the far-reaching ideological struggle between 
progressive and reactionary forces, this should concern 
each cadre appointed [words indistinct] of their knowl- 
edge based on our party's guidelines. Like any othe: 
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ideological work, the work of global scientific methodol- 
ogy <‘emands the constant study, qualification, and orga- 
nizaton of nrogrammed activities, and continuous 
improvement o. ~°thods and work styles in the complex 
revolutionary process currently under way in our coun- 


try. 


At a time when the People’s Republic of Angola 1s once 
again a victim of aggression by the racist Pretoria regime. 
abetted by the West's most reactionary circles, our party. 
the MPLA-Labor Party, as well as all our people from 
Cebinda Province to Cunene Province, cannot tolerate 
the collaborationist attitude of some religious organiza- 
tions, supported by internal and external enemies, with 
the direct or indirect objective of destabilizing our 
country’s harmonious development. [end recording] 


Meanwhile, seeing that the seminar examined the [words 
indistinct] of believers and representatives of churches 
and religious sects whose activities are not always in total 
conformity with the law, Olimpio de Sousa e Silva, the 
acting director of the Central Committee's DIP, drew the 
attention of all believers and nonbelievers to the need for 
a climate of mutual understanding which will contribute 
the consolidation of the unity of the Angolan people and 
nation in the preservation of our hard-won indepen- 
dence. He urged all believers who in one way or another 
have been courageously and actively contributing to the 
tasks for national reconstruction to continue along this 
path. With regard to all those citizens who have not done 
so until now, he said that they should follow that 
example because Angola needs the creativity and intel- 
ligence of all its sons, believers or nonbelievers, for the 
development of this lovely country. 


He also recalled that in order to carry out in full the tasks 
for defense of fatherland and of the financial and eco- 
nomic reorganization program defined by the party for 
this year, it will always be necessary to make systematic 
and well-guided use of the people's political and ideolog- 
ical education in accordance with the MPLA-Labor 
Party's politica! line. In this way we will complement 
FAPLA’s heroic deeds in the frontline against the invad- 
ers destabilizing the life of our country. 


Angola, EEC Sign Import Financing Agreement 
MB170718 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 16 Apr 88 


[Tex:] In Luanda today, the Angolan Government and 
the EEC signed an agreement to finance an import 
program worth 5 million ECU's [European Currency 
Units]. The accord, within the framework of the Lome 
Ill Convention, of which Angola is 2 member, is aimed 
especially at reducing the (?shortage) of Angola's foreign 
currency, promoting the rehabilitation and development 
of food production, and strengthening the trade. The 
program covers the four fields of support for agrarian 
enterprises, trade development, agricultural production. 
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and the fishing sector. Angolan Planning Minister Hen- 
riques da Silva and the EEC delegate in Angola, (John 
Okunene), signed the agreement. 


Further on Visit by Argentine Foreign Minister 


Enterprise Investment Proposed 
MB161417 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 16 Apr 88 


[Text] In Luanda this morning, Minister of State for 
Production Pedro de Castro van Dunem raised the 
possibility that Argentinian enterprises might invest in 
our country within the context of the economic and 
financial reorganization program. 


In a (?brief) meeting with Argentine Foreign Minister 
Dante Caputo, Minister Pedro van Dunem stated that it 
was high time to expand cooperation, currently 
restricted to trade, to other areas. 


[Begin Van Dunem recording] We believe that the 
mutual recognition of our economic potential and the 
firm strengthening of bilateral relations in various fields 
are indispensable components within the context of 
South-South cooperation [words indistinct] bilateral 
cooperation between the People’s Republic of Angola 
and the Argentina Republic. 


Your Excellency’s visit to the People’s Republic of 
Angola, a SADCC member, opens promising prospects 
for strengthening trade relations and creates a healthy 
climate for negotiating and signing a general cooperation 
accord in the economic, technical, scientific, and cultural 
fields. The reciprocity of advantages in such an accord 
may even benefit other African and [word indistinct] 
partners in their cooperation with the People’s Republic 
of Angola. 


Despite the desire of our peoples and governments, our 
bilateral cooperation is restricted to trade relations. This 
situation could change if Argentina economic agents and 
the Angolan side (?reassess) the possibility of Argentine 
enterprises investing in the People’s Republic of Angola 
within the context of its ongoing economic and financial 
reorganization program. This would be especially impor- 
tant in the agricultural, livestock, and industrial sectors, 
without, however, neglecting other sectors that may 
complement bilateral trade. [end recording] 


On the occasion, Minister of State for Production Pedro 
de Castro van Dunem praised Argentina's stand in the 
struggle for the resolution of the Central American 
problem and, especially, the resolution of the southern 
African problem. 
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Cooperation Accord Signed 
M(B170630 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 16 Apr 8&8 


[Text] In Luanda today, the governments of Angola and 
Argentina signed a general cooperation accord in the 
economic, trade, scientific, technical, and cultural fields 
which will (?strengthen) relations between the two coun- 
tries. The agreement was signed by the two countries’ 
ministers who held talks in Luanda within the frame- 
work of Dante Caputo’s visit to Angola. 


The accord will (?strengthen) cooperation in the fields of 
trade, agriculture, industry, and especially education, as 
mentioned during the meeting with the minister of state 
for production. In the financial plan, the agreement 
(?outlines) relations between financial institutions in 
both countries. Recently, the Argentine Government 
agreed to grant a $2 million credit to exporters of canned 
meat. 


The accord also provides for the training of Angolan 
students and workers in Argentine universities and insti- 
tutes in courses of professional training such as [words 
indistinct] in the field of information. 


Lesotho 


Foreign Minister on Invalidation of Emergency 
MB161315 Maseru Domestic Service in English 
1130 GMT 16 Apr 88 


[Text] The Lesotho News Agency, LENA, has reported 
that the member of the Military Council, who is also the 
minister of foreign affairs, His Excellency Colonel 
Thaabe Letsie, says despite the ruling of the Lesotho high 
court that the state of emergency declared recently was 
null and void the government would not relax its efforts 
to eradicate theft and other forms of crime in the 
country. 


Speaking at a weekly press conference in Maseru yester- 
day, the said that since the state of emergency had been 
declared, people, who included professionals and other 
public figures, suspected of involvement in crime and 
theft were arrested. Col Thaabe Letsie pointed that the 
government might consider amending the law governing 
the state of emergency in vic. of the high court ruling. 


Mozambique 


Renamo Claim 35 Dead in Train, Barracks Raids 
MB161554 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1500 GMT 16 Apr 88 


[Text] Renamo says it has killed 35 soldiers during an 
ambush on a train and a raid on an army barracks in 
Mozambique. The train, carrying war materials, was 
attacked between the towns of Nampula and Malema. 
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Nine Tanzanian and five government soldiers were 
killed in the attack. The army barracks were attacked at 
(Ndamba). 50 km north of the capital Maputo. 


FPLM Attack Destroys MNR Niassa Base 
MB162015 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 16 Apr 88 


[Text] In an operation in Niassa Province on 10 April, 
FPLM forces killed 58 armed bandits. This operation 
culminated in the destruction of the so-called regional 
base of the criminals. This base was in Mandimba 
District, southwest of Lichinga. This was disclosed by a 
senior military source today. According to the source, | | 
of these criminals were killed in the wake of two coun- 
teroffensives after the attack on the base. These counter- 
offensives were victoriously rebuffed by our forces. This 
source also stated that, during the counteroffensives, 
Mozambican military units captured an assortment of 
war materiel, including one B-10 cannon, one 82-mm 
mortar and one bazooka. According to that senior 
source, it was from the Mandimba regional base that the 
terrorists carried out actions against the districts of 
Massangulo, Cuamba, and others. 


This source also disclosed other information on Niassa 
province. He stated that our forces destroyed one armed 
bandit camp in Massangulo, where they killed nine 
bandits. In the same operation, the FPLM forces cap- 
tured three armed bandits and 47 clips for light weapons. 
They also recovered 18 people living under the yoke of 
the criminals. The senior FPLM source also revealed 
that our forces captured one armed bandits in the area of 
Mitane. as he carried out a reconnaissance mission. 
During interrogation, the bandit stated that he had done 
espionage work in Mandimba and Massangulo districts 
in order to prepare future attacks. 


We have information from Manica province that 
Mozambican military units there killed 10 armed ban- 
dits when they tried to attack the hamlet of Minas 
Gerais, 7 km southwest of Sussundenga. 


In Carrungo, Zambezia Province, the FPLM forces 
killed five armed bandits, including one so-called group 
commander. 


Mozambican-Zimbabwean Talks Begin 
MBI61153 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1030 GMT 16 Apr 88 


[Text] In Chimoio, Manica Province, Mozambique and 
Zimbabwe today began talks in the field of foreign 
affairs. The delegation to the meeting are headed by the 
respective foreign ministers, Pascoal Mocumbi and 
Nathan Shamuyarira. No details have been disclosed 
about the meeting. but it is known that bilateral cooper- 
ation will be discussed. 
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Communique Issued 
MB170834 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 17 Apr 88 


[Text] In Chimoio city today, the Mozambican and 
Zimbabwean foreign ministers again condemned the 
destabilization policy of the racist South African regime 
against the People’s Republic of Mozambique and the 
People’s Republic of Angola, as well as other Frontline 
States. 


The two ministers met today in the Mozambican city of 
Chimoio in a meeting described by the Mozambican 
head of diplomacy as informal. A press communique 
distributed at the end of the meeting noted the Pascoal 
Mocumbi and Nathan Shamuyarira appealed to the 
international community to implement urgent and deci- 
sive measures to eradicate apartheid and assist the 
Frontline States in their struggle against the savage 
actions of state terrorism by South Africa. The commu- 
nique states that the heads of diplomacy of Mozambique 
and Zimbabwe assessed the state of cooperation between 
the two countries, noting with satisfaction the positive 
results so far achieved by the existing bilateral coopera- 
tion accords. According to the communique, Pascoal 
Mocumbi congratulated his Zimbabwean counterpart 
for the successful conclusion of the process for national 
unity in Zimbabwe. 


Speaking a few minutes before leaving Chimoio on his 
return to Maputo, during a luncheon offered by Manica 
Governor Rafael Maguni, the Mozambican head of 
diplomacy had this to say about the meeting: 


[Begin Mocumbi recording] We exchanged information 
on the situation in our two countries and we studied 
ways to proceed with coordination and cooperation 
between the two ministers, which are joined by the great 
friendship and fraternity which began when the peoples 
of Zimbabwe and Mozambique were born, and which 
continued through the struggle for national liberation 
until the ;current reconstruction phase. Therefore, the 
foreign affairs ministries are also part of the existing 
peration and friendship accord between Zimbabwe 
1d Mozambique. We hope we will meet soon in the 
(?context) of our party and state tasks. We would like to 
wish the officials in this province continued good work. 
{end recording] 


Namibia 


Postponement of White Assembly Requested 
MB180758 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0747 GMT 18 Apr 88 


[Text] Windhoek April 18 SAPA—A request to prorogue 
the legislative assembly for whites had been put to the 
South-West Africa/Namibia administrator-general. 
chairman of the administration for whites. Mr Kosie 
Pretorius, said today. 
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The step is necessary to call an election for SWA/Nami- 
bia’s estimated 75,000 whites. 


Administrator-General Mr Louis Pienaar was granted 
additional powers in SWA/Namibia by a proclamation 
of the South African state president. gazetted in Cape 
Town on Friday. 


Powers included the authority to dissolve elected gov- 
ernment structures at their request with a view to hold- 
ing elections. The last elections for most second-tier 
ethnic authorities in SWA/Namibia were held in 1980. 


SWAPO Reports Feb-Mar RSA Losses 
MB170713 Harare Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 17 Apr 88 


[Text] SWAPO freedom fighters killed 86 South African 
soldiers, and shot down a Mirage jet fighter between 
February and March this year. The latest figures bring to 
247 the number of South African troops killed in the 
Namibian war in the first 3 months of this year. A 
SWAPO war communique says its military wing 
attacked 12 South African bases during their offensives 
in February and March. The communique also says 
SWAPO freedom fighters destroyed 25 military vehicles, 
and damaged several military installations. 


Republic of South Africa 


2 Pretoria Explosions Cause Death, Casualties 
MB151828 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1825 GMT 
15 Apr 88 


[Text] Pretoria, April 15, SAPA—Two blasts rocked 
Pretoria tonight—one at a cinema complex and the other 
at a shop in Church Street—police in Pretoria confirmed 
tonight. 


Maj Eddie Everson, of the police Public Relations Divi- 
sion, told SAPA the first blast occurred about 7:50 pm at 
Sterland cinema complex and the other went of at a store 
called Van Aswegen. 


He said initial indications were that people were killed 
and injured in the Sterland blast. 


Further information is expected to be released later. 


Initial reports reaching SAPA from the scene indicated 
at least two deaths. 


Police Confirm 1 Death 
MB151942 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1938 GMT 15 Apr 88 


[Text] Pretoria April 15 SAPA—The person who alleg- 
edly placed an explosive device on the steps of Pretoria’s 
Sterland cinema complex was blown up in the blast, 
numerous unconfirmed reports have indicated. 
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The explosion seems to have occurred at 7:17pm at the 
eight cinema complex which is in the heart of Pretoria’s 
flatland. 


News sources told SAPA tonight that the man was 
believed to have been “blown to smithereens.” 


The second blast took place near Lion Bridge in the city 
main thoroughfare, Church Street, at about 7:40pm. 


Initial reports said the first blast occurred at 7:30 but 
reporters at one Pretoria newspaper have estimated the 
time to be 7:17pm and the newspaper also received 
reports about the explosion “long before” 7:30pm. 


So far the unofficial death toll stands at two while police 
have confirmed one death. 


A witness at the site of the Sterland blast said a seven- 
year-old girl from Nylstroom was seriously injured in the 
blast and has been taken to a Pretoria hospital. 


The whole area has been cordoned off and ambulances 
and fire tenders are at the scene with a large contingent 
of police. 


Viok Comments on Attacks 
MB152004 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1959 GMT 15 Apr 88 


[Text] Pretoria April 15 SAPA—At least one person was 
killed and one other seriously injured after two powerful 
bombs rocked central Pretoria tonight. 


One of the bombs went off on the steps of the Sterland 
cinema complex and police are investigating the possi- 
bility that the dead person was the bomber. 


Initial reports indicated that a large number of people 
had been injured. However, on the spot reports later said 
Casualties appeared to be relatively few. All the casualties 
were understood to have been inflicted at the cinema 
complex. 


So far police have confirmed one death and one serious 
injury, but added that other casualties had occurred. 


The first bomb at the Sterland complex, on the corner of 
Beatrix and Pretorius Streets, exploded at 7:17pm. 


The second blast occurred about 30 minutes later about 
half a kilometre north-west of the first blast. 


Police said the explosive devices had not yet been 
identified. 


In a repori from Cape Town, the minister of law and 

order, Mr Adriaan Viok, said the “cowardly attacks” 

were Clearly aimed at civilian targets. “No stone will be 

~ > ae to bring those responsible to justice,” said 
r 
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Initial unconfirmed reports said the bomber in the first 
incident had been killed. 


The second bomb went off in Pretoria’s main thorough- 
fare, Church Street, outside a department store, Van 
Aswegens, near Lion Bridge, in a largely commercial 
area. Police were alrc dy at the scene of the first blast 
and had cordoned off the area when the second explo- 
sion occurred. They ised loud-hailers to warn the public 
to disperse and t» move away from windows. 


Pretoria’s emergency services including police, traffic 
police, fire, ambulance and civil defence units were 
rushed to the scene. Hospitals were placed on full alert. 
Although the blasts occurred at the height of the Friday 
evening “night on the town,” casualties, as one eye- 
witness put it, were “miraculously few.” 


The damage app-ars to have been far less and the blasts 
far smaller than the disastrous “Bloody Friday” Church 
Street bomb o1 May 20 1983, in which about 20 people 
were killed and 200 injured. 


This brought the number of bomb blasts in the PWV 
[Pretoria, Witwatersrand, Vaal] area this week to five. 
On Monday two blasts occurred on the West Rand 
railway line, in Krugersdorp and Johannesburg. On 
Thursday night a limpet mine exploded at the Johannes- 
burg City Hall. No one was injured. Tonight's explosions 
in Pretoria resulted in the only fatality. 


15 Apr Press Conference 
MB160444 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2255 GMT 15 Apr 88 


[Text] Pretoria April 15 SAPA—Tonight’s bomb blast 
outside the Sterland cinema complex was minutes away 
from being the worst in South Africa. The bomb— 
believed to be a limpet mine of communist origin— 
exploded only minutes after hundreds of people poured 
out of eight cinemas at the complex. It exploded on the 
pavement only 50m from the cinema complex on the 
corner of Beatrix and Pretorius Streets. 


Police said the first bomb exploded at 7.30 pm. Thirty 
minutes later, at about 7:45 pm—with thousands of 
milling people watching as police set up barricades and 
emergency teams treated the wounded—a second explo- 
sion ripped from the night air outside a church street 
discount store near Lion Bridge, about | km away. 
People scattered everywhere while police cordoned off 
the area. 


At a press conference near the sites of the explosions, 
SAP liaison officer Colonel Steve van Rooyen said the 
first bomb, near the Sterland cinema complex, killed an 
unknown black man. A white woman—whose name was 
withheld until her family could be informed—was 
injured slightly. “People were evacuated from the cin- 
ema with very little panic,” he said. Col van Rooyen said 
the second bomb which exploded fifteen minutes later 
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on the side-walk in front of Van Aswegen’s in Church 
Street, extensively damaged a car, but no-one was 
injured. Several windows in the vicinity were shattered. 


The police have not yet determined the origins of the 
explosives but said the two blasts were “possibly relat- 
ed”. 


Although no official comment was available, reports said 
the bomber was listed by police as the only death. 


Al this stage it appears that most injuries were not 
serious, with less than ten people apparently being 
treated for shock or minor cuts caused by flying glass. A 
teenager was admitted to the H.F. Verwoerd hospital a 
while later, where she was treated for shock. The girl and 
her parents apparently drove past Sterland at the precise 
moment the bomb went off. Unconfirmed reports indi- 
cated that she was treated for an ear injury, as a result of 
her proximity to the blast. 


The minister of law and order, Mr Adriaan Vlok, said 
from Cape Town that the police would leave no stone 
unturned to find the culprits responsible for the bomb 
blasts. “This 1s a cowardly act,” he said. 


Despite many warnings in the past for people to imme- 
diately leave the scene of bomb blasts in case of another 
bomb a been placed in the vicinity, police had their 
hands fuli trying to evacuate the area around the Ster- 
land complex after last night's blast. 


Police, many in plain clothes, cordoned off a large area 
around the bomb site. The cordoned off area stretched 
from Hamilton Street in the east to Vermeulen Street in 
the north and Du Toit Street in the west. As crowds of 
people streamed east up Church Street, security police 
walked in the road peering under parked cars in an 
apparent search for any further explosive devices. Large 
crowds of people lined the streets near the points where 
the police cordons had been set up. 


In Vermeulen Street near the Transvalia Cinema, a 
group of what looked like students made light of the 
situation by seating themselves on a small wall and burst 
into song accompanied by a lone guitarist. 


By contrast, a middle-aged man approached a policeman 
at the corner of Hamilton and Vermeulen Street recquest- 
ing permission to go inside the Cordon to look for his 
young daughter. The request was refused. 


Police vehicles, ambulances and some unmarked vehi- 
cles raced up both Vermeulen Street and along Hamilton 
Street before turning west ints Church Street. 


Police cordoned off the area while others with sniffer 
dogs searched the area for more bombs. 
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Ambulance and fire brigade members rushed to the 
scene as scores of diners, movie goers and a number of 
hockey players who were in the area were evacuated. A 
woman, who declined to be named, said the bomb which 
exploded in the Sterland parking lot, exploded just as she 
negotiated her car into beatrix Street. She said the bomb 
in the Sterland parking lot exploded. 


“I must say I was lucky because had I negotiated the 
corner a minute earlier, | would have been injured.” One 
teenager was seen being given first aid treatment on the 
pavement at the corner of Beatrix and Pretorius Streets. 
She was apparently in a car nearby with her parents when 
the bomb exploded. There was pandemonium as onlook- 
ers ran in different directions when the second bomb 
exploded, in Church Street near the Pretoria Technical 
College. 


Police cordoned off the area and ordered people who 
were having their dinner in a restaurant and those who 
were training in a nearby gymnasium to evacuate the 
area. 


Pik Botha Confirms Meeting With Swazi King 
MB151543 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1539 GMT 15 Apr 88 


[Text] Cape Town April 15 SAPA—The minister of 
foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, has confirmed that he met 
King Mswati the Third of Swaziland, the Swazi Prime 
minister and foreign minister, Mr Sotsha Diamini and 
Sir George Mamba, today. A spokesman said Mr Botha 
declined to comment on the content of the talks. 


Expansion of Aid to Swaziland Planned 
MB151612 Johannesburg International Service 
in English1S00 GMT 15 Apr 8&8 


[Text] The head of South Africa’s Trade Mission in 
Swaziland Mr Sam Sterban, says that the mission in 
Swaziland is to expand to assist social upliftment 
projects in the country, including health, education, and 
job creation. Mr Sterban was speaking at the presenta- 
tion of a check to the Swaziland Women Who Care 
organization on behalf of the South African Govern- 
ment. The women’s group is a voluntary organization 
which raises funds for the welfare of orphans at the 
Mbabane hospital. 


Court Evidence Reveals Drop in ANC Infiltration 
MBI151644 Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 
1S Apr 88 p 3 


[By Tony Stirling] 


[Text] The African National Congress (ANC) is losing its 
ability to infiltrate terrorists into South Africa and this 
has resulted in a decline in the number of terrorist 
incidents taking place. This is indicated by statistical 
information given at recent court cases involving the 
ANC. 
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From the information available it appears that for the 
first three months of 1988. the number of ANC terrorist 
infiltrators has dropped by about a ‘third, based on the 
number of arrests that have taken place. while the 
number of terrorist incidents has dropped by more than 


20 percent. 


Al the same time the statistics indicate that the Security 
Forces have kept up their high success rate against 
terrorists and collaborators. 


The high strike rate achieved by the Security forces 
against the ANC last year caused the organisation to 
admit for the first time that its armed wing, Umkhonto 
we Sizwe [Spear of the Nation], had suffered setbacks. 


The statistics show that during 1987 a total of 446 ANC 
terrorists and collaboratuis were arrested and 44 killed. 
In addition 38 members of the less active Pan-Africanist 
Congress (PAC) were arrested and three PAC terrorists 
killed, given a total of 531 terrorists and collaborators 
killed or arrested during the year. 


In the first three months of last year—generally consid- 
ered a relatively inactive period for terrorism in South 
Africa—1!12 ANC terrorists and collaborators were cap- 
tured or killed and |2 members of the PAC. [sentence as 
published] 


During this period there were 43 terrorist incidents 
recorded. 


Although the statistics for this year have not yet been 
officially finalised, it appears that the number of terrorist 
incidents is down more than 20 percent and the numbers 
of terrorists and collaborators captured or killed is down 
by about a third. 


With the Security Forces able to capture or eliminate 
terrorists within 90 days of their entry into the country 
on average, combined with intelligence information, the 
indications point to a significant drop in the numbers of 
terrorists infiltrating South Africa. 


The worst ANC terrorism incident so far this year was 
the car bomb blast last month outside the Krugersdorp 
Magistrate's Court which killed three people and injured 
20. 


Other serious incidents include a number of terrorisi 
attacks in Soweto against police and municipal police in 
which two policemen were killed. Seven policemen and a 
civilian were injured. 


But the Security Force strike rate against terrorists has 
remained high, with notable incidents including tne 
elimination of three terrorists and the capture of a fourth 
by the SA Defence force late in March, followed by the 
strike into Botswana in which four alleged ANC mem- 
bers and collaborators wee killed, including the ANC’s 
Botswana co amandey. 


EAST AFRICA 


In the same week. the SADF and Venda’s Defence Force 
eliminated four terrorist infiltrators. 


This week, at Mpumalanga, near Picterm2ritzburg, two 
members of the ANC were killed in an incident in which 
two White policemen also died when one of the suspects 
pulled the pin from a grenade killing himself and the two 
SAP members. 


Commentary Urges Black Political Participation 
MB180522 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 


0500 GMT 18 Apr 88 


[Station commentary] 


Text} The question of black participation in the political 

process in South Africa has once again come under the 
spotlight—this time during a live phone-in program in 
which the minister of information, Dr Stoffel van der 
Merwe, answered questions from black radio listeners. 


The government has proposed that, as a first step, a 
national council be established. One of the problems in 
this regard has been the level of response from black 
leaders. This matter was addressed during the phone-in 
program by Dr van der Merwe. 


He pointed out that reservations about the National 
Council were due to perceptions created by revolution- 
aries who were not interested in peaceful negotiat.ons, as 
well as to a lack of understanding of the urgency of the 
situation in South Africa and unawareness of the sincer- 
ity and commitment of the government to reform. 


Such a climate is clearly counterproductive for reform 
initiatives. Negotiation and consensus politics are pre- 
requisites for reform. An important input in this regard 
was made last week by the chairman of the Minister's 
Council in the House of Representatives, the Reverend 
Alan Hendrickse, when he addressed the Lebowa legis- 
lative assembly. He said that solutions to South Africa's 
problems would have to be through compromise, since 
no one group could have everything its own way. Polit- 
ical change was inevitable, but could not take place 
overnight. 


The Reverend Mr Hendrickse appealed to black youths 
not to become impatient with the process of change, 
adding that there was no future in trying to bring about 
change through violence. The tricameral parliament, he 
said, had shown that ihe politics of negotiaticn could 
succeed. 


The alternatives to negotiation and consensus politics 
can only be counterproductive. For one thing, Dr van 
der Merwe told black radio listeners last week, if black 
people do not respond to the opportunities created by 
the government to negotiate. opposition from the night 
will be fuelled even more. Dr van der Merwe added that 
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the government 1s beyon’: ine point of no return in its 
reform commitment and will continue to do the mght 


thing despite opposition from the right. 


In this regard. the Naiwonal Council is not an end in 
itself. It 1s intended as a point of departure. a forum for 
talks about talks. As such, the Nationai Council could be 
a powerful vehicle in «hich all South Afmcans can join 
together in building tomorrow's South Africa. A big 
responsibility resis on the shoui.'ers of black leaders to 
reject radical and revolutionary propositions and join in 
the democratic process of negotiation and consensus. 


Police Issue Weekend Unrest Rerorts 


15 April Report 
M8160994 Johannesburg SAP4 in English 
0732 GMT 16 Apr 88 


[Text] Pretoria Apr 16 SAPA—No incidents of unrest 
occurred overnight, a spokesman for the police director- 
ate oi public relations said. 


17 April Report 
MB180646 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0640 GMT 18 Apr 88 


[Text] Pretoria April 18 SAPA—Following is the unrest 
report issued by the SAP's public relations division in 
Pretoria: 


“The following unrest-related incident was reported 
overnight: 


“At Mpumalanga (Hammarsdale) two opposing groups 
clashed. In the ensuine, fight, a black man and a black 
woman were stabbed and fatally wounded. Another 
black man was seriously wounded. Police arrested a 
black youth in connection with the incident.” 


Press Comment on Issues, Problems 


16 Apri. Review 
MB160910/Editorial Report] 


STAR: RSA Democracy Already Dead — “Democracy. 
even for whites, is already dead.” declares Harvey Tyson 
in his Page 10 “Undercurrent Affairs” column in Johan- 
nesburg THE STAR in English for 16 April. But. he 
writes, “the game of parliamentary politics is still b- ing 
played as if it were real...Isn't it finally time to wake up 
and remember that parliamentary politics, in a system of 
exclusive white power and suspended law. has become a 
hollow house of cards—with a select few holding tie 
jokers?” The government should “start thinking ahead. 
It can save the country by allowing the excluded 90 
percent of South Africans to have, iramediately. a light 
hand on the real levers of power. The Government won't 
do this—but it could, so easily. It really has no need to 
fear the small minority of anachronistic Conservatives. 
Like all South Africans. it only need fear itself.” 
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CITY PRESS Hopes NP Seriows About Reform — ~A!! 
political forces. including the ANC and the recently 
restricted 18 political organisations, are important to 
South Africa's future.” remarks Johannesburg CITY 
PRESS in English on 17 April [date as published] in a 
Page 8 editonal. “Belbeve ut or not, these words were 
spoken by National Party MP™ Albert Nothnagel. “these 
are brave and encouraging words. especially whea they 
come from a member of the National Party. We only 
hope that Mr Nothnagel was expressing party policy and 
not a personal opinion. We ihe vonceless...take seriously 
what +s said” in parliament. “We wonder whether the 
NP ts saying these things merely to oppose the Conser- 
vative Par’y’s hatred for reform, or whether they genu- 
inely aum at powersharing.” It 1s clear “that the NP is 
forever looking over its shoulder whenever a decision 
that affects the whole country 1s taken. Because of this 
they are losing the battle against the CP and the disen- 
franchised majority of the country.” 


18 April Review 
MB180948/Editorial Report] 


SUNDAY STAR: Owelane Critical of Pro-NP Media — 
Jon Qwelane notes .n the “Just Jon” column on Page 10 
of Johannesburg THE SUNDAY STAR in English on 17 
April that a right-wing English language newspaper 
which published the full text of P.W. Botha’s atiack on 
Archbishop Tutu “omitted (conveniently, perhaps”) to 
do the same with the Archbishop's reply.” “One would 
have hoped SABC TV. in adherence to the journalistic 
tradition of fairness—assuming it is journalism and not 
political propaganda they practice at Auch'and Park— 
would at least ensure that where it failed to portray both 
sides it had the decency so to acknowledge.” “Those who 
rely on the SABC and other right-wing pro-government 
media are getting exactly what they want by way of news 
and views: nothing. And those who believe in suppress- 
ing news and views and information other than their 
chosen versions—-it does not matter whether they be 
politicians or people working jor media supporting 
them—do so because they are afraid of the truth.” 


Criticism of State Control of SABC — The Page |2 
editorial says that if the government wants Riaan 
Eksteen removed frora the SABC “because of personal 
political motives lei it be honest enough to say so and 
spare everyone ine hypocrisy of loftier excuses. Some 
startlingly accurate leaks have appeared in the National- 
ist press alleging that someobody is manipulateng the 
lever of power. Sadly, the state of the current Govern- 
ment makes it unlikely that the real actors will ever 
emerge. But events up to now indicate that the true 
villain in this nationa! soap opera is the Botha Govern- 
ment’s insatiable need to control and its refusal to 
countenance even the mildesi dissenting whisper.” 


SUNDAY TIMES Blames CP Growth on NP — “Pres- 
ident Botha has no one but himself to blame for the 
disquieting. and undeniable. growth of the Conservative 
Party.” affirms the Page 22 editorial in Johannesburg 
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SUNDAY TiMES in English on 17 April. “For more 
than a year now we have heard much about zeform. but 
seen very little of 1. Mr Botha’s administration presents 
an image of one that has either exhausted its stock of 
ideas or 1s paralysed by fear—or both.” The CP's growth 
“has been in proportion to the blend of inaction and 
arrogance that has lately marked the NP’s style.” “For 
the momen’, Parliament remains the only place where 
peaceful change can start and, also for the moment, the 
NP as the governing party 1s the only one that can start 
it. Dismal as this prospect may be. it 1s nevertheless the 
reality.” 


PFP Task To Extend Political Middl: Ground — On the 
samme page the PFP leader of the PFP in the Johannes- 
burg City Council, Tony Leon, says the problem the PFP 
faces 1s that “there 1s a caricature of it, stereotyping it 
with an image based on perception rather than reality. 
The task of the party must therefore be to shatter those 
myths and destroy the illusions which both its opponents 
and perhaps even well-meaning, but misguided, support- 
ers have burdened it with.” ‘The best lever of influence 
which reform-minded voters can exert on a dithering 
and insecure government ts through support for a party 
which can, especially in the future context of a “hung 
parliament’, use its seats as bargaining chips to secure 
change while preventing the government from falling 
into the hands of the ultra-right. The PFP task then is to 
preserve and extend the middle ground of politics.” 


SUNDAY TIMES: Pakendorf on NP Policy — “The 
National Party's dilemma ts that 1 dare not say what the 
lygical end 1s because it cannot bring itself to admit to 
it.” observes Harald Pakendorf on Page 22 of SUNDAY 
TIMES. “But equally, 1 dare not say what it wants, as 
distinct from what the logical consequence of its policies 
are, because that wil! make negotiations with blacks 
totally impossible.” According to Pakendorf the NP 
“fondly believes that whites will forever have 2 final 
veto, will thus remain the deciding factor in our political 
life. It 1s in fact saying to blacks: We will give you voting 
rights, but we will retain control. Which is what is 
making negotiations impossivle. The question is not 
what the logical resuit of NP policy is. That is clear. The 
question 1s will the National Party allow it to happen. 
Probably not.” “We simply do not have the political 
leadership today which 1s prepared to siate the obvious: 
At the end of the day South Africa will have a govern- 
ment in which blacks will outnumber other groups.” 


BUSINESS DAY on P.W. Botha Mistakes —- Ken Owen 
writes on Page 4 of Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English on 18 April that “President botha, like the 
Bourbons, learns nothing and forgets nothing. He has 
recently intervened to stop the trial in Windhoek of 
soldiers accused of murder, while at the same time 
refusing to show clemency to the so-called Sharpeville 
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Six. The suxtaposition 1s so irresistible for propaganda 
purposes that anti-apartheid movements around the 
world must be falling about with glee. When fresh 
sanctions come, as they will do, government and busi- 
ness will join together to blame the newspapers. and to 
thump them into silence, as Jimmy Kruger tried to 
thump Donald Woods inio silence. President Botha 1s 
not the only person in this country who, like the Bour- 
bons. forgets nothing and learns nothing.” 


SOWETAN Compares Budd, Black Youth Protest — 
“Many people have been angered by the International 
Amateur Athletics Federation's decision that Zola Budd 
should be suspended for a year,” remarks Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 18 April in its Page 6 editorial. 
“How many young children, some of them far younger 
than Zola Budd, have been thrown into jail for crimes of 
conscience without a whisper of protest from those who 
are feeling so bad about Zola Budd today? Talk about 
double standards. South Africa feels asgrieved when the 
standards that she so cheerfully upholds and supports are 


applied against her and her people.” 


RAPPORT on Joint Debstes ‘Bickering’ — A Page 28 
editorial in Johannesburg RAPPORT in Afrikaans on |! 
7 April says that “following last year's adversity every- 
thing was ready to pass the necessary legislation so that 
the state president would be able to debate the budgetary 
appropriation in all three houses of parliament. But 
obviously as a protest action—note carefully. not about 
matters of principle—the Labor Party now wants to 
delay the establishment of joint debates.” “What will 
happen if the NP decides it has to gain the upper hand in 
this game” To the voters it can only look like bickering 
which can do the tricameral parliament no eo00d. This 
happens at a time when the joint debates are meant to be 
a sign of evolutionary political development—at a time 
when the country hopes to see progress.” 


BEELD on Reforta Achievements — “When the Rever- 
end Allan Hendrickse opened the Lebowa legislative 
Assembly he said the tricameral parliament showed that 
negotiation politics can suc. ced,” says a Page 12 edito- 
rial in Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 15 April. 
“We agree with that but we do not share in his pessimism 
about the future. It is well-knowa that the government 
sees the new set-up as a point of departure. It has 
repeaicdly deciared that it is willing to negotiate further 
about black participation.” “The complex mannei which 
South Africa is composed of demands that a constitu- 
tional solution be found within regional context.” “It is 
important that the components of the new South Africa 
be able to work together, because it will demand political 
and social maturity. Hendrickse can be an important 
contributor in this aspect. His own political position, as 
well a3 the specific gathering which he addrvssed, are 
proof of what has already been achieved with reform— 
reforn’ which must continue.” 
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Benin 


Kerekou Attacks Press Over Coup ‘Rumors’ 
AB161346 Paris AFP in English 1340 GMT 16 Apr 88 


[Excerpts] Cotonou, April 16 (AFP)}—President Mathieu 
Kerekou of Benin has attacked foreign press correspon- 
dents here for exploiting what ke called “rumours” about 
a military coup plot alleged to have been discovered in 
March. 


He told newsmen, summoned to a press conference on 
Friday. that investi,ations were still underway to ascer- 
tain the “truth” of the reports. 


President Kerekou, in his first public reference to the 
reported plot, did not deny thai “unusual events” had 
occurred at the end of last month. but he refused to give 
further details. 


He also refused to confirm or deny persistent reports that 
about 100 soldiers had been arrested. 


“If rumours say that a plot has been discovered. one still 
has to seck to know whether it really was a plot.” he said. 
“Here, we don’t work on the basis of rumours.” [passage 
omitted] 


Mr. Kerekou, who 1s also Benin’s minister of defence as 
well as head of the military revolutionary government. 
told reporters that the lack of an official statement meant 
“the news was not ripe to be brought to the attention of 
public opinion nationally and internationally.” 


*; know you're not satisfied. but you'll have to be 
content with that for the time being.” he added. 


Inhabitants of the Berinois capital said they had not 
noticed any reinforcement of security in recent weeks. 
There were practically no soldiers on the strec«. 


But a well-informed source said here that a coup had 
indeed been planned last month. which was almost 
certainly discovered before the plotters could make their 
move. 


Sources in influential circles here spoke Friday of wide- 
spread discontent at drastic austerity measures intro- 
duced by the government on April 5, while a teats from 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 1s in the capital 
for negotiations. 


Most crvil servants are believed to have received no 
wages since January. and now face a ten percent salary 
cut plus loss of a housing grant. the sources said. 


Some Army officials. though paid more regularly. are 
reportedly angry about losing a special bonus once 
awarded to close aides of the president. 
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Nevertheless. observers said Friday that Mr. Kerekou 
seemed to be well in control of the situation, especially 
since Benin’s Nationa! Revolutionary Asembly enacted 
legisilainon Wednesday to set up a Stale security court to 
handle internal and external security. 


The president has a major inicrest in playing down 
reports of unrest as he secks further international invesi- 
ment here. observers added. [passage omitied] 


Ghana 


Rawlings Returns yrom Nigeria Vi«** °* * pr 
ABI6IVSS Accra Domestic Service ur 
1800 GMT 16 Apr 88 


[Text] The chairman of the PNL eo. | eutnant 
Rawlings. returned home this evet.., aier a 3-day 
official visit to Nigeria. Speaaing to newsmen on arrival, 
the secretary for forergn affaius, Dr Obed Asamoxh, said 
the visit has been highly successful in terms of the 
positive decisions takca by both countnes to increase the 
level of economic Coop’ration detween them. According 
to him, both nations decided that their joint economic 
commission should be asked to deal with outstanding 
matters between the two countries. Dr Asamoah said the 
commission 1s to hold annual mectings at the ministerial 
level to look at the areas of positive economic coopera- 
tion bewween the two countries. He said if Ghana and 
Nigeria can carry forward their economic cooperation at 
a certain level. there shoulld be better prospects for the 
West Afiica subregion. 


On his part, Mr (Tchatchi Tstkata), of the PNDC Secre- 
tariat, sand the visit has enabled the delegations to 
exchange experiences in the economic recovery pro- 
grams of both countries. Chairman Rawlings was met at 
the airport by a welcoming party led by the PND* 
member responsible for foreign affairs and national 
security, Captain Koyo Tsikata. 


Commentator Views Nigerian Relations 
18172128 Accra Domestic Service in Enel.sh 
1800 GMT 17 Apr 8&8 


[Kweku Akohemon commentary] 


[Text] That there have been misunderstandings in the 
past between Ghana and Nigeria cannot be overempha- 
sized. Chairman Rawlings’ recent visit to Nigeriz could 
therefore be seen as an alicmp% to put these misunder- 
standings behind ther for the ("future) develonment of 
the two countries. Both countries are imp. menting 
economic recovery programs aimed ai revitalizing their 
economies. There 1s. therefore. the peed for them to 
cLoperate to ensure ec: nomic freedom for their peoples. 
To this end, a meeting of the joint commission ts to be 
held annually and at the ministerial level to know the 
possible areas where they could cooperate. 
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As the secretary for foreign affairs pointed out, if Ghana 
and Nigeria can carry out economic cooperation, there 
should be a better future and prosperity for the West 
African subregion. If the two countries are able to 
cooperate economically, it will bring some serious activ- 
ities in the ECOWAS subregional grouping. Must Afri- 
can countries are bedeviled with economic problems, 
and nothing short of getting out of this economic malaise 
should be the aim of African leaders. That is why the 
decision by Ghana and Nigeria to forge ahead econom- 
ically following the visit of Chairman Rawlings should 
be the first step in achieving the aims of ECOWAS. 


In most cases, after decisions of such nature are taken a 
section of the media stalls the efforts made by both 
countries. To this end, the adverse and sometimes wild 
allegations about Ghana in the Nigerian media in the 
name of press freedom must be stopped. The media in 
Nigeria must, therefore, heed the call by Chairman 
Rawlings that press freedom must be exercised with 
responsibility, adding that the press has an important 
role to play in the process of helping Africa to harmonize 
its aspirations and work towards common goals. 


The activities of foreign interests in Africa, and the West 
African subregion in particular, have reached a stage 
where without frequent meetings of African leaders 
issues Cannot be searched out effectively. It is in this vein 
that the media in Africa must be watchful in order not to 
be used by foreign interests to fan conflicts and problems 
on the continent to the detriment of its people. Foreign 
interests, Chairman Rawlings said, have not related in 
their efforts to keep Africa in their hold to enable ‘em to 
benefit from the resources of the continent. He regretted 
that some African countries still allow themselves to be 
used in the service of these foreign interests. This activity 
Only increases the impoverishment of the people with 
some of its leaders amassing wealth. Some have granted 
facilities to some powers to subvert governments in 
order to continue to plunder those states. 


The [words indistinct] shared by Chairman Rawlings 
and President Babangida must be brought to fruition to 
serve as an example for other leaders to emulate. It is 
hoped Ghana and Nigeria will see the visit not as another 
ceremonial interaction, but one through which the two 
countries could concretize their goals of achieving eco- 
nomic emancipation for their peoples. 


‘Solidarity Night’ Marks U.S. Raid on Libya 
ABI61535 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 16 Apr 88 


{Text} A solidarity night has been held in Accra to 
commemorate the second anniversary of the United 
States’ bombing of two Libyan cities, Tripoli and Bang- 
hazi. It was organized by the national CDR [Committee 
for the Defense of the Revolution] Secretariat and the 
Libyan People’s Bureau. 
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In a speech, the secretary of the Libyan People’s Bureau, 
Mr (Abdallah Boujerdine), condemned the raids and 
said they clearly portrayed America as an enemy of 
civilization and peace. He said the attacks were not 
directed at only Libya but also all peace-loving and 
progressive nations of the world. Mr (Boujerdine) there- 
fore called for unity among such nations to prevent a 
repeat of the raids. The first secretary of the Cuban 
Embassy, Madame Esther Amaterius, said the Libyan 
revolution has become a reality. She praised Ghana's 
Stand against aggression. 


The special assistant for special duties at the PNDC 
Secretariat, Mr Akrasi-Sarpong, said since there is close 
collaboration among imperialism, Zionism, and apart- 
heid, relentless efforts should be made to eliminate 
them. He urged cadres to stand up and defend the 
revolution to ensure its success. The adviser on CDR 
affairs, Lieutenant Colonel Assassie, who chaired the 
function, said the progressive world must fight imperi- 
alist domination and hegemony. Solidarity messages 
came from the 31st December Women’s Movement, the 
CDR Secretariat, the June 4 Movement, and the Pro- 
gressive Muslim Youth Organization. 


Guinea 


Conte Makes Ambassadorial Appointments 
AB162150 Conakry Domestic Service in French 
1945 GMT 16 Apr 88 


[Decree No 36/PRG 88 issued by President Lansana 
Conte in Conakry on 16 April] 


[Text] Article 1. Mr Alkhaly Bangoura, ambassador 
extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the Republic of 
Guinea to the FRG, is nominated ambassador to the 
Socialist Republic of Romania in replacement of (Sekou 
Bounke), who returns home. 


Article 2. Dr Kenkoura Camara, ambassador extraordi- 
nary and plenipotentiary of the Republic of Guinea to 
Algeria, is nominated ambassador to the United States of 
America in replacement of Mr Tolo Beavogui, who has 
been transferred. 


Article 3. Mr Tolo Beavogui, ambassador extraordinary 
and plenipotentiary of the Republic of Guinea to the 
United States of America, is nominated ambassador to 
the GDR in replacement of Mr (Mouctar Ndeye), who 
returns home. 


Article 4. Major (Cherif Diallo), garrison officer, first 
military region, Kindia, is nominated ambassador 
extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the Republic of 
Guinea to the Soviet Union in replacement of Mr 
Ibrahima Fofana, who returns home. 
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Article 5. Mr (Thomas Kurst), adviser at the Ministry of 
Planning and International Cooperation, is nominated 
ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the 
Republic of Guinea to Canada, in replacement of Mr 
Abdoulaye Syila, who has been assigned to other duties. 


Article 6. Mr Abou Camara, former secretary of state for 
civil service, is nominated ambassador extraordinary 
and plenipotentiary of the Republic of Guinea to the 
Kingdom of Morocco in replacement of Mr Andrame 
Bangoura, who is retiring. 


Article 7. Mr Facinet Bangoura, the permanent represen- 
tative of Guinea to OSFAD [expansion unknown] in 
Cairo, is nominated ambassador extraordinary and 
plenipotentiary of the Republic of Guinea to the Repub- 
lic of Senegal in replacement of Mr Momo Keita, who is 
retiring. 


Article 8. This decree will be recorded and published in 
the official gazette of the Republic. 


Conakry, 16 April 1988 
Signed: General Lansana Conte 
Liberia 


Doe Orders Release of Detained Journalists 


Appeals Prompt Action 
AB151727 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1709 GMT 15 Apr 88 


[Text] The president, Dr Samuel Kanyon Doe, has 
ordered the release from further detention of five jour- 
nalists who were detained last week following the closure 
of SUN TIMES and FOOTPRINTS newspapers. An 
Executive Mansion press release issued today said Dr 
Doe took the decision as a result of several appeals he 
received from some senior citizens and from the 
detained journalists who had expressed deep regret 
about the inconvenience their actions may have caused 
government. 


In giving the directive for the five journalists’ release, 
President Doe reiterated his commitment to press free- 
dom and freedom of speech but warned that government 
would not condone any acts either by individuals or the 
media under the guise of freedom of speech or free press 
to undermine the peace and stability of the nation. 
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Situation ‘Much Easier’ 
AB151745 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 15 Apr 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] We have just heard that our Liberian correspon- 
dent, Isaac Bantu, has been released from jail. He was 
picked up earlier this week at the height of a confronta- 
tion between the Liberian independent press and the 
government. The independent newspapers were com- 
plaining of government harassment and the government 
was accusing the press of irresponsible reporting. Two 
newspapers— FOOTPRINTS and SUN TIMES—were 
closed down, and on Wednesday [13 April] the indepen- 
dent press went on strike. But it would appear that 
relations are now much easier. From Monrovia, Klion 
Hine cabled us this report: 


[Begin recording] Isaac Bantu and four other Liberian 
journalists, jailed by the Military Post Stockade in Mon- 
rovia, were released this afternoon. They were set free on 
the orders of President Doe after an hour and a half's 
closed-door meeting at Executive Mansion. The meeting 
was also attended by Chief of Staff Henry Dubar and the 
defense minister, Gray Allison. According to the released 
journalists, President Doe cautioned them to Edom [as 
heard] and not allow themselves to be used by poiiti- 
cians. 


I understand that there have been behind the scene 
negotiations between the government and the Liberian 
Press Union, which produced today’s result. Shortly 
after the journalists were set free, the president of the 
Press Union, Lamini Warity, said, and I quote: The 
release of our colleagues has relaxed the situation. This 
has laid the foundation for discussions leading to the 
reopening of the SUN TIMES and FOOTPRINTS news- 
papers. [end recording] 


Press Union Suspends Action 
AB162158 Paris AFP in English 1621 GMT 16 Apr 88 


[Text] Monrovia, April 16 (AFP)—The Presss Union of 
Liberia (PUL) said Saturday [16 April] that it would 
suspend a planned legal action against the government 
following the release of five journalists by the authori- 
ties. The five had been arrested in connection with the 
banning of two independent daily newspapers, SUN 
TIMES and FOOTPRINTS, it was reported here. 


SUN TIMES reporter Thomas Nimely, FOOTPRINTS 
acting editor-in-chief Siaka Konneh, and senior report- 
ers Isaac Bantu (also a freelance correspondent for the 
British Broadcasting Corporation), Andrew Roberson 
and Arthur Massaquoi were freed Friday after a meeting 
with President Samuel Doe. At the meeting, Mr Doe 
warned them not to allow themselves to be used as 
“scapegoats” by politicians. 
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PUL President Lamini Warity earlier said the union had 
decided to file a writ of habeas corpus against the 
government for detaining the journalists, and to take 
other legal action in a bid to reopen the two newspapers. 
FOOTPRINTS was closed earlier this week after being 
accused of publishing a forged letter which authorities 
said criticised Mr Doe and his cabinet. SUN TIMES was 
banned the previous week for allegedly publishing “lies 
and misinformation,” according to an official statement. 
But Mr Warity said Saturday that PUL would go ahead 
with the court action if current negotiations between the 
union and the government on the reopening of the two 
papers failed. Meanwhile, Liberia’s independent daily 
newspapers continued their one week news blackout 
which started Wednesday in protest against what was 
described as government harassment of independent 
media. 


Nigeria 


Universities Continue To Close After Protests 
AB151739 Kaduna Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 15 Apr 88 


{Excerpt} Six more institutions of higher learning in the 
country have been closed. They are the Universities of 
Lagos, Ibadan, Obafemi Awolowo at Ile Ife, and that of 
Maiduguri. Others are: Federal Universities of Technol- 
ogy, Minna and Yola. The closure followed demonstra- 
tions against the recent increase in petroleum products. 
The Universities of Ibadan and Ile Ife were yesterday 
evening closed down on the orders of the acting governor 
of Oyo State, Colonel (Gordon Abda). [passage omitted] 


Babangida, Ghana’s Rawlings To Increase Ties 
AB152209 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 15 Apr 88 


[Text] Nigeria and Ghana have reaffirmed their deter- 
mination to strengthen economic, technical, and cultural 
cooperation between them. In this regard, the Nigeria- 
Ghana Joint Commission has been directed to hold its 
sessions annually. A communique on the talks between 
the two countries said both President Ibrahim 
Babangida and Ghanaian leader Flight Lieutenant Jerry 
Rawlings requested the commission to ensure that its 
meetings take decisions that would achieve concrete 
results. To achieve this objective, the two leaders 
directed their ministers and officials to speedily imple- 
ment all agreements reached between the two countries. 
They also mandated the joint commission to resolve 
consular mattcrs relating to nationals of the two coun- 
tries. 


On the Economic Community of West African States, 
ECOWAS, President Babangida and Flight Lt Rawlings 
reaffirmed their commitment to the organization as a 
veritable instrument for promoting economic coopera- 
tion in the West African subregion. They agreed to 
cooperate closely on revitalizing ECOWAS and appealed 
to all member states to give practical expression to the 
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Organization to obtain its objectives. On the continental 
level, the two countries hailed the achievements of the 
Organization of African Unity in decolonizing the con- 
tinent and urged it to intensify its efforts to eradicate the 
last vestiges of colonialism and racism in Africa. 


Meanwhile, the visiting Ghanaian leader has been com- 
menting on the progress so far made by Nigeria in 
agriculture and industrial fields. Speaking today after a 
tour of Kaduna Irrigation Scheme and [words indistinct] 
with his hast, General Babangida, Flight Lt Rawlings 
said he was highly impressed by the giant strides Nigeria 
was making under the structural adjustment program of 
the present administration. He remarked that from what 
he saw during his tour of the industrial and agricultural 
projects in Kano State, it might be difficult for his 
country to pick up at such a pace. 


Earlier in the day, the Ghanaian leader paid a courtesy 
call on the amir of Kano, Alhaji Ado Bayero, who 
commended resident Ghanaians for their contributions 
to the development of Nigeria in many fields. The amir 
said for many years the people of Kano have lived 
peacefully with Ghanaians in the city and that this 
culminated in the conferment of traditional title of the 
chief of Sabon Gari on a Ghanaian. Responding, Flight 
Lt Rawlings said he had told Ghanaians living in Nigeria 
to do their best in whatever trade or profession they 
practiced. A state dinner is being held about now for the 
Ghanaian leader. He will leave Kano for Makurdi 
tomorrow to watch an air show organized by the Nigeria 
Air Force. 


Rawlings Speaks in Kano 
AB152135 Accra Domestic Service in English 
2000 GMT 15 Apr 88 


[Excerpt] The chairman of the PNDC, Flight-Lieutenant 
Rawlings, now on the 2d day of his official visit to 
Nigeria, has stressed the need for African states to 
develop an African axis to replace their European axis, 
which was imposed on them by colonialism. He noted 
that foreign interests have not relented in their efforts to 
keep Africa in their hold to enable them to benefit from 
the resources of the continent. 


Chairman Rawlings was speaking in Kano in response to 
a welcome address by the Nigerian leader, President 
Ibrahim Babangida. He regretted that some African 
countries still allow themselves to be used in the service 
of these foreign interests. The visit, which is the second 
to Nigeria, is confined to Kano State, which Chairman 
Rawlings described as a rich and ancient African cultural 
heritage that must be cherished, even during the process 
of modernization. 


Earlier, in a welcome address, President Babangida said 
relations between Ghana and Nigeria are rooted in their 
historical past, dating earlier than the advent of colonial- 
ism. He observed that in modern time, his country and 
Ghana have shared identical views on matters affecting 
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Africas unity and liberation. Later, the Ghanaian and 
Nigerian delegations held bilateral talks during which 
they discussed a wide range of issues. [passage omitted] 


Paper Says Compaore ‘Should Not Have’ Visited 
AB161032 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 16 Apr 88 


[From the press review] 


[Text] The NEW NIGERIAN takes a look at the just 
concluded state visit to Nigeria by the Burkinabe leader, 
Captain Blaise Compaore, and says he should not have 
come to the country because of the brutal murder of 
Captain Thomas Sankara in a coup plot. The paper 
views that his visit (?tarnishes) Nigeria’s image as a 
country committed to the promotion of human rights. 
The NEW NIGERIAN urges the federal government to 
suspend any form of assistance to Compaore’s regime 
because it believes such assistance may be used to 
promote and strengthen what it calls the infamous 
regime. The paper [words indistinct] the federal govern- 
ment to impress it on Capt Compaore to desist from 
harrassing the widow of Sankara and his family. 


Argentine Foreign Minister Arrives for Visit 
AB172145 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 17 Apr 88 


{Text} The Argentine minister of foreign affairs, Dante 
Mario Caputo, is in the country on a 3-day official visit. 
He was met on arrival at Murtala Muhammed Airport 
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yesterday by the director general, Ministry of External 
Affairs, Miss Julie Attah. [Words indistinct] as well as 
hold talks with his Nigerian counterpart, Major General 
Ike Nwachukwu. 


Senegal 


Interior Minister Announces Lifting of Curfew 
AB162022 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 16 Apr 88 


[Text] The minister of interior wishes to inform the 
people of Dakar of an order dated today lifting the ban 
on the movement of people and vehicles on public 
highways from 2400 to 0500, a measure commonly 
known as the curfew. This decision comes into force this 
evening. 


However, the other measures connected with the state of 
emergency, particularly the ban on public meetings, 
processions, rallies, and public demonstrations, will con- 
tinue to be in force until the lifting of the state of 
emergency. However, commercial establishments that 
receive customers, such as theaters or wine shops, can 
henceforth operate normally, according to their previous 
business hours. 


END OF 
FICHE 


DATE FILMED 
ANA Lhe 14 y 


